INTRODUCTION

Panana "Musa Cavendishii® 18 one of the most populed

pruit crope in Egypt, due to its nice and palatable taste,
high nutritive value (F.A.0, 1957), good physiological ef-
fects 'Ibn~Eil-Bettar (Anon), an@ gvalisbility all the year
round, Ahwoubs half of the world's production is consumed
fresh, The mworld area under banane and yearly production

 are given in Table (1) for three guccesgive year (F.A.0.

Tabla 1 ~ World area and Production of Banana (1971-1973)

Yeoar Aree _~ Production -
- (1000 hectar) (1000 metric tona)

1971 2504 33840
1972 2511 33810
1973 2575 34978
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Banana, from the economlcal point of view, is conn~
aidered the green gold of Mexico}lGuatemala, Nicarague,
(octaricsu, Paneme, Cube, Haiti, Dominican Republic, Jamaica
Colombis, Brazil, Ecuador, Honduras, Canary Islands, Middil
of Africn, and Formosa., It ranks in Egypt the fourth of

fruit crops, as it comes aftler eitrus. graps and nango.
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Mo=t of the Egyptian bannnas ave produced in Kalubia, Monofia,

Gizn, Gharbie, Beheira, Hakahlia, and Aspiout Governorates.

ﬂHinéiﬁ ig the main grown variety in Egypt, the fol=
Lowing Téble (2) showa the cultivated area and total produc~
tion of banara (Hindi) in Egypt covering the pericd from
1569-1973 (Ministry of Agriculture, 1973)..

Tgble 2 - Area in Feddan end Production in tons of

—— .

Benana in Egypt frem 1969-1973.

Year Area in Production
) feddans in tons
3969 9272 96631 .
1970 9413 81861
1971 10020 94644
1972 11051 108292
1973 11320 101313

Banana, has long been reputed ¥o possecss different
ncdicinel properties ss it is said fo inprove digestion,

ncts a8 exvectorant and aide human exfretions,....etc.

Thig work is an attempt %o study the biological
characteristics of both the edible and non edible portions

of benana fruit, since these have received limited attention
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gpecially the peel. Chemical evaluation of the sbove men-—
tioned components of the fruit was also carried out. The
posgibility of using the non adible mortion as aninmal fecd

wag nlsc czxplored.




