Contents

Contents
Page
INtroduction. ... ... 1
AiImofthe Work. ... 2
Review of literature. ..o 3
Chronic hepatitis Cinfection....................cooiiiiiiinn.. 3
- HepatitiS C VITUS. ... ..o, 3
-Epidemiology... ... 4
- Routes of transmission............c.ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnn.e. 5
- Molecular virology of hepatitisC.................cooeiiiiininnl. 8
- Genetic heterogeneity..........ooviiiiiiii i, 10
-Pathogenesis of Hepatitis C...........c.ooviiiiiiiiiiiinnns 12

- Viral escape mechanisms, development of chronic infection..... 17

- Histological aspects of chronic hepatitisC......................... 18

- Natural History and clinical features of chronic Hepatitis C..... 20

- Laboratory investigation..............ocoiiiiiiiiiiiiieieee 25

- Treatment of chronic HCV infection.................................. 31
AlPha-TetOProteIN......ccvi e, 37

CHISEOY 37

- Production of AFP......oii i, 37

-Normal Value of AFP. ..., 38



Contents

- Physicochemical properties............ccoviiiiiiiiiiin... 39
- Measurement of AFP in humans.....ccceeeeieeeiiecinrennnnnn. 41
- Physiological function of alpha-fetoprotein........c........ 42

- The clinical significance of measuring alpha-fetoprotein... 43

Alpha-fetoprotein in relation to Chronic hepatitis C........... 52
Patients and methods.....cccceveiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiniiniiannnnn. 58
| A 1 | R O 65
DASCUSSION. ...ueiiiieiiiieiiiietiientteietcrenscosensscnnnscaneen 82
Summary and conclusion.......ccoeveiieiieeieeniiniiniianianen. 91
References....cocviiiiiineiiiiiiinniiiiiiineniceiennnniccsennnnnn. 94

Arabic summary



