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INTRODUCTION

Lange et al. (1982),reported an increased incidence of
neonatal jaundice in the last decade. Some innovations in
obstetric practice are claimed responsible for this increase

(Hamad et al.,, 1985).

Johnson et al. (1984); Hamad et al. (1985) and other
investigators found a significant relationship between
oxytocin infusion during labor and neonatal jaundice . Ghosh
and Hudson (1972), claimed that oxytocin infusion may cause
reduction of uteroplacental circulation not sufficient to
cause fetal distress, but could disturb the hepatic enzyme

system necessary for conjugation of bilirubin in the newborn.

oski (1975), postulated that oxytocin infusion enhances
placento-fetal transfusion with consequent increase of red

cell mass in the newborns.

Schwartz and Jones (1978), showed that oxytocin
antidiuretic effect causes expansion of ' maternal
extracellular fluid, hyponatraemia and hypo-osmolality with
consequent fetal hyponatraemia and hypo-osmolality. As a
result red blood cells swell and become osmotically more

fragile.

Johnson et al. (1984), suggested that the neonatal hyper-
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ect the differences in the amount and

pilirubinaemia may refl

type of intravenous fluids used during labor.

Hamad et al. (1985},reported a dose dependent effect of

oxytocin and the incidence of neonatal jaundice.

(1986L,reported that infusion of salt

augmentation causes

D'8ouza et al.

free solutions for labor induction oOr

maternal and neonatal hyponatraemia.

singhi et al. (1985) and others, suggested that the

mia may be a factor in the pathogenesis of

neonatal hyponatrae

neonatal jaundice.



