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INTRODUCTION

fuberculogis is an ancient disease that can be
traced to the early history{ofrhumanity (Edwards, -
1981). | |

It remains among the io leading causes of death
in the world (Smith, 1981) Considerable progress in
its control has been achieved in most industrial
gocleties. 1ts mortality rate had fallen from its.
original rate of about 5/100,000 population (Nelson,
1979) to about 1.4/100,000 Population (Nelson, 1983)
in the United states . In Egypt, the mortality rate
js about 8/100.000 (Labib; 1976).

7.Be is still a8 major paediatric problem in many
parts of Africa (Adrele, 1979 & Shaven, G., 1979) It
is one of the commone st aqd most important diseases in
childhood (Sutherland, 1985). It occurs all over; the
world. In advanced countries, {ts incidence has
declined repidly gince thé end of the second world
war, but the disease has by no means be come & Tare

_ occurrence (0'Brien, et al, 1983 &Citron, 1984).

It remains principallay & disease of the poor &
undernourished, but no one is immune. The disease can

affect the rich & the privilli-ged as well (Forfar,1984).

In genersl, the younger the patient, the
greater the likehood of activity and dissimination
(Miljer; 1984), Another period of increased risk




occurs at and around puperty. Pemale adolescents have
more serious disease than their_male counterparts
(Nelson, 1983).

Race appears to be apredisposing factor. Blacks has
proportionately more cdgesd of extrapulmonary diseases
(Hoeperich, 1977 ) but th%s maj be attributed to low
Socioceconomic condiftons (Khalil, 19795 low family
income, bigfemily size, pdor nu fritional status of
the population (Okeshialam, 1932), illiteracy and low
standard of educsion, alsé of the intercurrent infect-
ions favouring progression rTubeala and pertussis are
moat significant. |

The severity of T.B. is emhanced by diabetes mellitus
gickle cell disease, lymphoma and other forms of
malignancy. |

The administration ofélucocorticoid drug or ACTH
enhance tuberculosis activity énd favours dissimination

(Nelson, 1983).

Tuberculosis of childhood must be recognised to be
. ageneral disease, signs of whiéh can appear in any part
of the body with many different medas of onget (Miller,
1984).

Tuberculogis of the central nervous system is the most
gerious form of infection with mycobacterium. T+.B. This
disease was at one time avirtual death sentence and




the few patients who survived paid the price of devast-
ating brain deamage. With the ?dvenﬁ of chemotherapy,
end in particular isongalidstﬁeoutiook has greatly imp~-

roved (Kennedy, 1985).




