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In this essay ,I have attempted to paviow

the present state of Imowledge the enatom-

fcal phyaiological and !unctional deYBIOPmenﬁﬂ

¢ the foetal enjbé!ln ﬂl ﬂ Wﬂiin0h°“t .

tation and how soon these glands kegLﬁ& IU

¢orm ernd function after conception.

I have also tried to Treview the recent
developments on the hormonal regulation of

foetal and ‘neonatal growth.

1  have placed particular emphagis on the
roles of growth hormone ingulin , 8€X hormone S,

gomatomedin and other hormones in fetal growth.

The jpaccessibility of the fetus and the
physical and ethical constraints on e study of
jts growth have regulted in glow: progress. Furth-
ermore , the opportunity for the foetus to beneflt
from homologous. hormones from @& variety of sour-

ces has made 1t difticult to eassess the aeffect
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of withdrawal of individual hormones.

Many of the advances made have resulted
fron attempts te determine hormoné concentrations

o foiak ¥eod {dentify hormeme binding Y

mml LA, and. examine the effects of natur-

a1 or experimentally induced deviations in hotona

availability.

" In the future , attention should be focused
on developing atudy models which Dbetter isolate
the fetus from the influence of multiple , homol-

ogoua hormones.

, Progress should also come ag the result of
more detailed study of the influence of indivi-
dual growth factors on in vitro growth of fetal
cells and tlssues , agsessment of control mechan-
jems for growth factors in the fmtus and expe-
riments directed at recogn;zing the complex

interactions between ijndividual growth fectors and

between growth factora and hormones.




