CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION AND AIMOF THEWORK............cooooiiiieeee e 1
REVIEW OF LITERATURE...........c.ooiiiiiiiiie et 2
Chronic hepatitis...............cooooiiiii i 2
Chronic hepatitis B (HBV)........e e 5
Chronic hepatitis C (HCV)........oo e, 15
Autoimmune hepatitis............coooii 32
Autoantibodies. ... 55
Antinuclear antibodies (ANA). ... 56
Smooth muscle antibodies (SMA)..........ocoioiiiie e 62
Antimitochondrial antibodies (AMA)...........cccciiiiiis 64

Liver kidney microsomal antibodies (LKM)............ccocoiinn 68
Antineutrophil cytoplasmic antibodies (ANCA)................coiii 72
SUBJECTS AND METHODS............ocoiiiiie it 86
RE ST S ..ot 96
DISCUSSION. e 139
SUMMARY ...ttt ee e e e e s e st a s 160
REFERENCES.........ooo ettt n e 166

ARABIC SUMMARY




