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SUMMARY

Careful attention to the nail pigmentation is
often a valuable aid to the dermatologist in diagnos .

ing many dermatological and systemic diseases .

Generally, anomalies of colour depend on the
transparency of the nail, its attachments and _the
character of the underlying tissues. Colour i8 also
affected by the state of the skin vessels and the ca 1p-
osition of the blood .

The colour of the nail may be altered in many
ways, chromonychia may be due to exogenous exposures

dermatological causes or due to endogenous causes .

Exogenous causes of pigmentation may be due t¢
topical industrial stainé, topical cosmetics, or to
therapeutic agents which include either external apy -
lication of topical drugs e.g. brownish discolouratin
occurs with potassium permangante, or due to local
theraputic radiotherapy . Infections either by derm-
atophytes, candida, or by pseudomonas also play an
important role in the nail pigmentation . Traumas ar:
the commonest cause of blackish discolouration of tI:

nail due to subungual haemorrhages.




