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INTRODUCTION

The chief function of the nail is that of pro-
tection . It protects the delicate terminal phalanx,
and greatly helps in the appreciation of fine touch
aids in picking up.small objects and also, for scrat

ching . It 18 important also, from the cosmotic poin

of view (Samman, 1978) .

Deranged morphology of the finger nails is
observed in many severe systemic disorders largely
through the mechanism of -interference with the norm t1
nutritional and growth properties of the nail. Alter -
ations in the appearance and structure of the nail
attend a variety of generalized disorders such as
anaemic states, dietary deficiencies, infectious di: -.
eases, dysendocrinisms, drug or chemical toxicity ,
circulatory disorders and certain degenerative cond -
tions . The colour of the nail is considered to Dbe
the mirror which reflects many local and systemic d s-
eases (Berry, 1963) .

The purpose of this work is to study the com on

causes of nail pigmentation and its relationship 1.

dermatological and systemic diseases .




