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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

•
Epidermodysplasia verrucit'ormis CEV:> is a rare f'amilial

skin disease f'irs~ described by lewandowsky and Lutz in 1922.

I~ is charac~erized by long s~anding. widespread t'lat

war~-like lesions and macular pi~yriassis versicolor-lik.

lesions. The disease usually begins in childhood around the

age of'six years.

EV is caused by cer~ain ~ypes ot' human papilloma viruses

CHPV:> and ~o ~he presen~. more ~han 15 ~ypes of' HPV have been

isola~ed f rom ~he lesions ot' EV. The causa~ive HPVs includ.

~ypes 3.5.8.9.10.12.14,15.17 and 19-24. The mos~ common virus

f'ound in EV lesions is HPV-5.

HPVs are DNA viruses which canno~ be easily cul~ured. and

~hus li~tle is known abou~ i~s gro~h pa~~erns. immunology and

me~abolism.

The mos~ remarkable charac~ers~ic of' pa~ien~s wi~h EV is.

~he f'requen~ developmen~ ot' skin cancers at, rela~ively young

ages. This is usually occur in sunexposed skin in abou~ 30Y. of

pa~ien~s.
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st-rat-umgranulosum were swollen and vacuolat-ed t-o various

degree.
8- By elect-ron microscopy of EV lesions, viral particles which

appeared to belong to the papova group. were found in the

nucleus of the cells of the stratum granulosum. st-ratum

corneum and some~imes in the upper layer of stratum

spinosum.

3- Some features suggesting neoplasia were found e.g. irrigular•
nuclear shape. poor het-erochromat-inand mitosis.
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Many f'act.ors are involved in HPV-induced carcinogenesis

suggest.ed by t.he relat.ively long period of' t.ime bet.ween t.h.

onset. of' benign lesions and t.he onset. of' cancer in EV pat.ient.s.

Among t.hese f'act.ors. virus. genet.ics. immunit.y and sunlight..

The eleet.ron microscopy provides a direct. met.hod 1'01'

diagnosing viral groups or families and t.he specif'ic members of'
t.hese f'ami1 i es.

Negat.ives

isolat.ed f'rom

st.aining st.udies

t.he lesions t.o be

show t.he papi llomavi ruses

approximat.ely 50 mm. in

diamet.er, icosahedral and t.o have 72 capsomeres comprising

t.heir capsid.

lesions.

No virus part.icles can be found in cancer

t.here is no ef'f'ect.ive t.reat.ment. f'or EV. however. t.he us.

of' oral ret.inoids such as et.ret.inat.e result.s in t.he f'lat.t.ening

of' papular lesions and reduct.ion in scaling and abnormal

pigment.at.ion in macular lesions. Lesions regress when ret.inoids

are stopped.

Conclusions :

1- Hi st.ologi cal examination showed t.he benign hi st.ologi cal

f'indings t.ypical of EV: t.he cells of' the upper layer of' the
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