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PREFACE

In the last 20 yoars, the manufacture and sales of

- adrenal cortical hormones and their derivatives have increased
sharplye Although the clinical usc for the adrenal cortical
gteroids originally was gined at qombating and relieving the
symptons for rheumatoid arthritis,_applications have been
extended to a wide variety of anti=inflammatory conditions,
such ag allergic, dermetologio and ocular digeases, They

are also used as anacsthetics and antifertility agents. Ib

1 well knovn that the oestrogenic and androgenic steroids
have been used with the same success in treating certain

types of cancer.

since the oxygenablon of carbon atom number 11, 17 and
21 of steroids is required for antieinflammatory activity,
the introduction of these biologically necessary oOxyszen

became the main problem cconomicallye

When.endeavouring to plan this work, two lines of
approach repregented themselvess Firstlys several previous
communications showed that microorganisms of Rhizopus,
Gunninghenella and lucox hydroxylate strategic carbon atoms
(Cmll, C=17 eand g-21l)e In this work will be tested the
sotivity of locally igolated ygcorg;es uging a choap sterold

gource namely progesteronc.




